PROJECT 10073 RECORD CARD 


1. DATE ‘ 2. LOCATION 


12. CONCLUSIONS 
j 0) Was Balloon | 
_10 March 1955 ___| Watertown, New York {9 Probably Balloon 
3. DATE-TIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION O Possibly, Balloon 
- He Da. 1 Wos Aircraft 
Local a re = : ——$—$$__—__. 2k Ground- Vi sual 0 Ground-Redor 4) Probably Aircraft 
__omut_tl/0! £9 13 Z Se SEE REINS 0 Air Visual 0 Air-intercept Radar C) Possibly Aircraft 
Shad he 6. SOURCE | @XWes- Astronomics) VENUS 
O Yes O Probobly Astronomical 
ENo Civilian D Possibly Astronomical 
“J. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION | 8. NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9. COURSE GA 2, fe) Oe Oe ER 
O Insufficient Data for Evaluation 
7 O Unknown 
Seb tater el |r OMG kh EO be re e 
10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING ‘11. COMMENTS 


One triangular shaped object - color | Astro (Venus) 
bright white, red dot in center, Obj 

turned small then Large as though 

turning over and over. Object due 

west at 30-45 dgr elevation. 
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lL. vn: lina, 
: , | 
| : Address: ‘wguei icone "Tl, SGW fork ] 
} . re - 
| é SA) ely 
i, 4 5 
- i Occupation; Housewife 
& Fducation: 16 years 
| 
a. 3 ee | 
| | Qualifications: B. A. degree j 
Pe > fags a | eet 
; Il, RELIABLLITY: SOURCE was a pleasant, well mannered, middle age woman. SOURCE | | 
| j was very definite in her actions and quite opinionated in her answers to invest- 
| : jieator's questions. SOURCE definitely possessed intellisence well above the average | 
{ and was very ccoperative. QUURCE vabehed the object for a short time, then : | 
(° continued to play cards and finally went to observe object asain. At no time did | | 
SOURCE or the other observers leave the household while observing the object. The 
{ investigator believes that SUURCE'S statements can only be considered fairly | 
1. reli lable due to her lack of interest in observing the object. 
= TIL. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE was summoned to observe the object : | 
by her son at 11/0131Z Mar 56. SOURCE described object as baing an extremely bright 
cigar shaped star, but was certain that object was too close to earth to be a star, 
, Although she was not certain of size, SOURCE comparea the appec zenro of object to 
| the size of a small lemon neld at arm's length. SOURCE described ob‘ect as a | 
i yellowish white glowing object with a red dot in center and fuzzy or blurred eiges, 
| However, as object ROVER it became brighter with the red dot turning to a real 
f brilliant red and edges became much more sharply outlined. 
| 
QURCE did not remember if there were any stars out or if the moon was 
| visible = ier, SOURCE did state that object never went in front of or behind 
| anything in the sky, SGURCE described the movement as being circular or rotating. 
! Object appeared first as a flatte e circle, and then as a big fat cigar as it 
| rotated, SOURCE viewed object with the naked eye and through high powered 
/ French Binoculars. At no time oe SOURCE Leave the housenold to observe the object, 


out viewed on peas through window glass for entire time of observation, SUUHCE 
a peric of of thirty minutes, SUURCE did not see object 
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SOURCE stated that object was first sighted due west and last seen in the 
same direction. SOURCE described object as tee just over the level of the 
adjoining house, Although SOURCE could not estimate the distance or speed of object, 
she was certain that it was some tyne of a flying machine, 
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SOURCE described tne weatner as _being dry, cold, and clear, but dossn't 
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) BS SOURCES memory sketch of object 
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When < first saw the object in the sky 10 sa6e%.< i:+¢ an esveane OYLght cipar | 
shaped star, but much nearer than a star could =x, sim a Tew minutes the edyes | 
ecame much more clearly defined and at one end a urisstent rea section was evident. | 


The object, as it turned toward me, changed shape 
smaller round secticn toward the bottom. As it vu 
seciuion disappesred and the outline became r : 
slowly for quite a period of 
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Incl. #2, PART TWO, Report #3D-UFOB~3-56 
SOURCHES Memory Sketch of Object 
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\, SOURC: ——(_jqg iia 
Address? ER Watertown, New York 


Aga: Fifty-four (54) - 
Occupation: Production Engineer 


Education: Sixteen (16) years 
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Cualifications: Cualified Engineer 


It, RELIABILITY: SOURCE was a well dressed pleasant gentleman and 
appeared to be younger than his actual age, At first he was not too willing 
to cooperate with investigator, but after explaining that his name would not 
be releasad to the public, he was very cooperative. SOURCE was a hignly 
intelligent man who gave every impression of being well educated. At, no 
time did SOURCE leave the household to observe the object. His interest in 
the abject seemed to be placed on satisfying the curiosity of his son. Due 
to COURCE'S limited interest in sighting of object, it is the investigator's 
Opinion that statements of SOURCE are only fairly reliable. 


IIt. SOURCE'S DESCRIPTION OF SIGHTING: SOURCE was summoned by his son at 
11/0131Z Mar 56 to observe bright objact in the sky. 

SOURCE described object as basing very bright (that of a carbon arc) with 
fuzzy edges, Seis and about the size of a fat chuoby cigar held at arm's 
length. SOURCE viewed object through window glass and ordinary eye glasses. 
SOURCE mads entirs observation: from within the household. 

SOURCE sighted object in the southwest and last saw object in the same 
direction. SOURCE stated that object appeared to be close to the horizon as 
it was visible just over the tops of other houses in the area. 


According to SOURCE there was no stars or moonlignt visible to observer, 
SOURCE further stated that object did not move in front of or behind anything 
in the sky. SOURCE stated the possibility of object being a refraction of 
Lignt rays from a ceiling lizht or something similiar, SOURCE could not 
estimate the speed of object and heard no sound from object. SOURCE was not 
observing ooject when it disappeared, ; 
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Son called attention to bright "star" in sky. Curiosity brougns family 
to window. Movement caused us to consider it other than a star. Objec 
appeared to be longer up and down than it was wide. Appeared to me as a 
bright ligsht with an aura of lesser light. After the first few moments, 
cbject seemed to move to the left again (WiSW) and the lower end seemed to 
appear réty... This red area varied in size as the object moved. I personally 
did not see the object disappear or fads away. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY INVESTICATLIVE LFFORTS: 
’ 
* = 

1. <A check with 655th AC&éW Squadron at Watertown, New fork, ravealed that 
SUURCL'S report was the only one received pertaining to the Sighting of this object. 
Also, 055th AC&W Squadron indicated that radar results of object were negative. 
Identification and interception action taken by 655th AC&W Squadron was, also, 
nesative, No aircraft were in the area at time of sighting, according to 655th, 

2. The information received from the U, S. A. F. Weather Office at syracuse 
A, F. Station, Syracuse, New York (6JPP 5204) indicated wind velocity in degrees 

ot 


nd knots as follows: 
Surface 250°- 5 20,000 - 270°~ 60 
6,000 * 250 - 15 30,000 = 270-100 
10,000 260 = 25 50,000 - 270 - 20 


(The above constituted the winds at approximately 11/0130Z Mar 56) 
At 11/0130Z Mar 56 the ceiling was 20,000 feet, clouds broken; visibility fifteen 
miles plus. 


‘ 


3. A check with Howard A. Scott, CAA Routing and Control Station at Watertown 
Airport (GJPP 5858) indicated that no unusual phenomena were observed in the area 
at the time of sighting. Mr. Scott further stated that he was using the ceiling 
hight just prior to sighting time, but did not believe that its reflection would 
vive a facsimile of mentioned object with the ceiling at, 20,000 fect. Nrgy | 
also, stated that small helium balloons were dispatched from this station twice 
an hour, but their size is relatively small and these balloons were not illuminated, 


Lh, & check was made with Dr. Fredrickson of Syracuse University Observatory, 
Syracuse, New York. Dr. Fredrickson stated that Venus is always seen in the 
western sky, normally no higher than 45° from the horizon, Venus ssts bet 
6300Z and 0400Z at this time of year. Just prior to setting, Venus appears 
become reddish, similar to the color of the sun, when it sets. Venus 15 the 
brightest object in the sky (excluding the moon and sun) and is often seen by 
layman as unusual phenomencn, due to its brilliancy and apparent larzeness, 
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e. A check with CAA Routing and Control Station at Wats 
revealed tnat no unusual phenomena were observed in the area at 
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JAMES F. BARTON 
2nd Lt., USAF 


Ass't. Officer 


COMMENTS of Approving Officer 
Tt is the opinion of this 
the GesneSPeLens of the objecy 
interpretation of the planet Yenus. 
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1. Preparing Officer concludes that this signting was probably caused by tne 
Lanet Venus for the following reasons. 
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Plicht 3D, 4602d ATSS . 
COMMENTS of Preparing Officer: 


1, Preparing Officer concludes that this sighting was probably caused by the 
olanet Venus for the following reasons: 


a ee a = 


a, All observers sighted object in the western sky, no hisher than 5 
from horizon, which coincides with the appearance of Venus. Venus always appears 
‘m1 the west ab this tine of year, nol far from the horizon, anid sets in the 
direction early in the evening. (See Part Four, par. 4) 
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+. All observers viewed object tnrough window glass and did not go outside : 

Lo see “te a bebter view of object would help to identify it. Adithough, ail observers 
considered the object very brilliant and closer than 4 star would be, nobody left 
nduesnold to view it; ner did anyone seem alarmed about it. : 
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1 &. Bach observer was eltner vague or contradicted the other in their 
answer tc the sige that the objece ap, eared to: them, 
ad. Radar paintings of object were negative as attempted by the 655th ACéls | 
Smmadron, Watertown, New fork. (See Part Four, par. 1) 4 
e. A check with GAA Routing and Control Station at Watertown Airport, | 
revealed that no unusual phenomena were observed in the area at the time of sighting. | 
(See Part Four, par. 3) | 
f. Weather was described as clear, 20,000 feet ceiling, clouds broken; 
with visibility of fifteen miles plus. (See P Part Four, par. 2) | 
| g. Time of observation 4s stated by SCURCES, ranged from ten minutes to 
| thirty minutes. All observers were certain of their respective answers. 
| , p— 
| ] Onto oS isd 
‘ 
| JAMES F. BARTON 
| 2nd Lt., USAF 
| Ass't Officer in Charge 


COMMENTS of Approving Officer: 
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Tt is the opinion of this headquarters that items 1a through lg, above, and : 

the deseriptions of the object definitely indicate that this sighting WAS a mis- | 
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interpretation of the planet Yenus. 
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nome of his grandmother, Mrs, \??——MM. Object wa § shining brigntiy in the 
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Sey with no stars around Lt, SOUNCE noticed a slight m Jaan of the obiect and 
Summoned other observers (See Parts Two and Three) to Wiicinike the object 
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very brilliant and then fading .somewhat. SOURC % sta bed that at no tine did object 


move in front or benind anything in the sky, nor did object emit any sound. 
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French Binoculars. While observing through binoculars, SOURCE stated that object 
had a definite outline of a triangle with a red spot in the center, SCURCE stated 
ae object appeared to be round with fuzzy or blurred edses to the naked eye. 


SUURCE was certain that object appeared as a pea held at arm's length. SOURCE 
forties stated that object was beyond our atmosphere and moving slowly. 
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J SOURCE sighted object due west and last observed object in the west, Object 
disappeared while SUURCE was notifying 655th ACEW Squadron, SUURCE stated that 
object wes approximately forty—fiva (45) degrees from the horizon when first sighted | 
and thirty (30) degrees” from horizon when he last observed it. é | 
SUURCE described weather as being dry, cold, and a clear sly with Slicht 
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